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God’s precious and exceedingly great promises in hard times 

 

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,  
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 

 singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,  
with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

 

Scripture 
 

Reflections from the OT on how God brings good out of sin and evil. 
 

Genesis 50:19-20 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, 

you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be 

kept alive, as they are today.” 

 

Psalm 23:4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 

Psalm 73:1-3, 16-19 Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart. 
2 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled, my steps had nearly slipped. 
3 For I was envious of the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 
16 But when I thought how to understand this, it seemed to me a wearisome task, 
17 until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I discerned their end. 
18 Truly you set them in slippery places; you make them fall to ruin. 
19 How they are destroyed in a moment, swept away utterly by terrors! 

 

Psalm 112:6-8 For the righteous will never be moved; he will be remembered forever. 
7 He is not afraid of bad news; his heart is firm, trusting in the Lord. 
8 His heart is steady; he will not be afraid, until he looks in triumph on his adversaries. 

 

Proverbs 15:3 The eyes of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good. 

 

Proverbs 16:4 The Lord has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble. 

 

Ecclesiastes 7:13-14 Consider the work of God: who can make straight what he has made crooked? 
14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity consider: God has made the one as 

well as the other, so that man may not find out anything that will be after him. 

 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, 

for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, 

whether good or evil. 

 

Isaiah 45:6b-7 I am the Lord, and there is no other. 7 I form light and create darkness; I make well-being 

and create calamity; I am the Lord, who does all these things. 

 

Lamentations 3:31-32 For the Lord will not cast off forever, 32 but, though he cause grief, he will have 

compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 

 

Amos 3:6 Is a trumpet blown in a city, and the people are not afraid? 

Does disaster come to a city, unless the Lord has done it? 

 



Song 
 

Psalm 59:16 But I will sing of your strength; I will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning. For you 

have been to me a fortress and a refuge in the day of my distress. 
 

[You can Google the hymn to hear it if you would like to sing along.] 
 

This Is My Father's World 

This is my Father's world, 

And to my listening ears 

All nature sings, and round me rings 

The music of the spheres. 

This is my Father's world: 

I rest me in the thought 

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas-- 

His hand the wonders wrought. 
 

This is my Father's world: 

The birds their carols raise, 

The morning light, the lily white, 

Declare their Maker's praise. 

This is my Father's world: 

He shines in all that's fair; 

In the rustling grass I hear Him pass, 

He speaks to me everywhere. 
 

This is my Father's world: 

O let me ne'er forget 

That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 

God is the Ruler yet. 

This is my Father's world: 

Why should my heart be sad? 

The Lord is King: let the heavens ring! 

God reigns; let earth be glad! 
(“This Is My Father’s World”, words by Maltbie Babcock, Public Domain, CCLI #358926, Streaming License 20317932) 

 

Prayer 
 

II Chronicles 7:14 If my people, who are called by my Name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face 

and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 
 

“Morning Needs”      A prayer from The Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers. 
 

O God the author of all good, I come to you for the grace another day will require for its duties and events. I 

step out into a wicked world; I carry about with me an evil heart. I know that without you I can do nothing, that 

everything with which I shall be concerned, however harmless in itself, may prove an occasion of sin or folly, 

unless I am kept by your power. Hold you me up and I shall be safe. 
 

Preserve my understanding from subtilty of error, my affections from love of idols, my character from stain of 

vice, my profession from every form of evil. May I engage in nothing in which I cannot implore your blessing, 

and in which I cannot invite your inspection. Prosper me in all lawful undertakings, or prepare me for 

disappointments. Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food sufficient for me, lest I be full and 

deny you and say, Who is the Lord?, or be poor, and steal, and take your name in vain. 
 

May every creature be made good to me by prayer and your will. Teach me how to use the world and not abuse 

it, to improve my talents, to redeem my time, to walk in wisdom toward those without, and in kindness to those 

within, to do good to all men, and especially to my fellow Christians. And to you be the glory.  Amen. 


