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God’s precious and exceedingly great promises in hard times

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom,
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Scripture

Reflections on light in Scripture.

Genesis 1:3-4 God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was
good. And God separated the light from the darkness.

Psalm 27:1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?

Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

Isaiah 60:19-20 The sun shall be no more your light by day,
nor for brightness shall the moon give you light;
but the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory.
Your sun shall no more go down, nor your moon withdraw itself;
for the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your days of mourning shall be ended.

Matthew 5:14-16 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father who is in heaven.

Luke 11:34-36 Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eye is healthy, your whole body is full
of light, but when it is bad, your body is full of darkness. Therefore be careful lest the light in you be
darkness. If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, it will be wholly bright, as
when a lamp with its rays gives you light.”

John 1:4-9 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as
a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light,
but came to bear witness about the light. The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming
into the world.

John 8:12 Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

Il Corinthians 4:4, 6 The god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. ... ® For God,
who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 5:8-9 At one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children
of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true).



I John 1:5-7 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and
in him is no darkness at all. 1f we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we
lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Revelation 21:23 The city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it
light, and its lamp is the Lamb.

Revelation 22:5 Night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will
be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

Song

Psalm 59:16 But I will sing of your strength; I will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning. For
you have been to me a fortress and a refuge in the day of my distress.

[You can Google the hymn to hear it if you would like to sing along.]

Morning Has Broken
Morning has broken like the first morning,
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!

Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from Heaven,
Like the first dewfall on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
Sprung in completeness where his feet pass.

Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning,
Born of the one light Eden saw play.
Praise with elation, praise every morning,
God’s re-creation of the new day!

(“Morning Has Broken™ words by Eleanor Farjeon (1931), by permission of David Higham Associates Limited, London, CCLI# 358926 Streaming License #20317932)

Prayer

Il Chronicles 7:14 If my people, who are called by my Name, will humble themselves and pray and seek
my face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and
heal their land.

A Morning Prayer.
A prayer from The Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers

Compassionate Lord, Your mercies have brought me to the dawn of another day. Vain will be its gift
unless I grow in grace, increase in knowledge, ripen for spiritual harvest. Let me this day know You as
You are, love You supremely, serve You wholly, admire You fully. Through grace let my will respond
to You, knowing that power to obey is not in me, but that Your free love alone enables me to serve You.
Here then is my empty heart, overflow it with Your choicest gifts; here is my blind understanding, chase
away its mists of ignorance.


https://hymnary.org/person/Farjeon_E

O ever watchful Shepherd, lead, guide, tend me this day; without Your restraining rod I err and stray.
Hedge up my path lest I wander into unwholesome pleasure, and drink its poisonous streams; direct my
feet that I be not entangled in Satan's secret snares, nor fall into his hidden traps. Defend me from
assailing foes, from evil circumstances, from myself. My adversaries are part and parcel of my nature;
they cling to me as my very skin; | cannot escape their contact. In my rising up and sitting down they
barnacle me; they entice with constant baits; my enemy is within the citadel. Come with almighty power
and cast him out, pierce him to death, and abolish in me every particle of carnal life this day.



