First Christian Reformed Church of Lynden
From Generation to Generation for the Glory of God

Advent Devotional 2020

Galatians 4:4-5 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law,
so that we might receive adoption as sons.

The word advent encompasses several meanings, such as anticipation, expectation, coming, longing, desire,
waiting, hope of promises fulfilled. We will explore some of these themes in these advent devotionals.

Scripture

The traditional advent hymn is O Come, O Come, Immanuel. The hymn lifts up the names for Jesus. The
verses of the hymn are below. Here I will list the some of the Scriptures from which each verse is taken.

Immanuel
Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

Wisdom
I Corinthians 1:30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God,
righteousness and sanctification and redemption.

Great Lord of might
Psalm 147:5 Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.

Branch or Root of Jesse

Isaiah 11:1, 10 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.

10'In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire,
and his resting place shall be glorious.

Key of David

Isaiah 22:22 | will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David. He shall open, and none shall shut;
and he shall shut, and none shall open.

Revelations 3:7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy one, the true
one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens.’
Dayspring, or bright morning star

Malachi 4:2 But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings.
You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.

Luke 1:78-79 because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high ”° to
give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

Revelation 22:16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the
root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
Desire of Nations

Haggai 2:7 | will shake all nations, and what is desired by all nations will come, and | will fill this house
with glory,” says the Lord Almighty.



Song

Psalm 59:16 But I will sing of your strength; I will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning. For you
have been to me a fortress and a refuge in the day of my distress.

[You can Google the hymn to hear it if you would like to sing along.]

O Come, O Come, Immanuel
O come, O come, Immanuel,
and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Wisdom from on high,
who ordered all things mightily;

to us the path of knowledge show

and teach us in its ways to go. Refrain

O come, O come, great Lord of might,
who to your tribes on Sinai's height

in ancient times did give the law

in cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain

O come, O Branch of Jesse's stem,

unto your own and rescue them!

From depths of hell your people save,

and give them victory o'er the grave. Refrain

O come, O Key of David, come

and open wide our heavenly home.
Make safe for us the heavenward road
and bar the way to death's abode. Refrain

O come, O Bright and Morning Star,
and bring us comfort from afar!

Dispel the shadows of the night

and turn our darkness into light. Refrain

O come, Desire of nations, bind

in one the hearts of all mankind.

Bid all our sad divisions cease

and be yourself our King of Peace. Refrain

(“O Come, O Come Immanuel” Translated by John Mason Neale,, Public Domain, CCLI# 358926 Streaming License #20317932)

Prayer

Since the seventh century the seven “O” antiphons (chants) have been prayed during advent, often one a day.
Make them your prayer. Pray to Jesus using as many of His names as you can.



O Wisdom, O holy word of God, you govern all creation with your strong yet tender care: Come and show
your people the way to salvation.

O Sacred Lord of ancient Israel, who showed yourself to Moses in the burning bush, who gave him the holy
law on Sinai mountain: Come, stretch out your mighty hand to set us free.

O Flower of Jesse's stem, you have been raised up as a sign for all peoples; rulers stand silent in your
presence; the nations bow down in worship before you. Come, let nothing keep you from coming to our aid.

O Key of David, O royal power of Israel, controlling at your will the gate of heaven: Come, break down the
prison walls of death for those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and lead your captive people
into freedom.

O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: Come, shine on those who dwell in darkness and the
shadow of death.

O Ruler of all the nations, the only joy of every human heart, O keystone of the mighty arch of humankind:
Come and save the creature you fashioned from the dust.

O Emmanuel, ruler and lawgiver, desire of the nations, savior of all people: Come and set us free, Lord our
God.



