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Galatians 4:4-5 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 

 born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, 

 so that we might receive adoption as sons. 

 

The word advent encompasses several meanings, such as anticipation, expectation, coming, longing, desire, 

waiting, hope of promises fulfilled.  We will explore some of these themes in these advent devotionals. 

 

Scripture 
 

Luke 2:21-40  
21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel 

before he was conceived in the womb. 
22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens 

the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of 

the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name 

was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 

before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms 

and blessed God and said, 
 

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said 

to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign 

that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts 

may be revealed.” 
 

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in 

years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until 

she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 
38 And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were 

waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 

39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to 

their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of 

God was upon him. 

 

Song 
 

Psalm 59:16 But I will sing of your strength; I will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning. For you 

have been to me a fortress and a refuge in the day of my distress. 

 

[You can Google the hymn to hear it if you would like to sing along.] 

 

 



Silent Night, Holy Night 

Silent night, holy night 

All is calm, all is bright 

'Round yon virgin Mother and Child 

Holy infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

Sleep in heavenly peace 
 

Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight! 

Glories stream from heaven afar; 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ the Savior is born! 

Christ the Savior is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night 

Son of God, oh, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 
 

(“Silent Night” words st. 1, 3-4, Joseph Mohr (1818) trans. John F. Young (1863), st. 2 Henrietta Ten Harmsel (1984), tune by Franz Gruber (1818), Public Domain CCLI #358926) 

 

Prayer 
 

II Chronicles 7:14 If my people, who are called by my Name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face 

and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 

 

Prayer by Robert Louis Stevenson 

Loving Father, Help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of angels, the gladness of 

the shepherds, and the worship of the wise men. Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over 

the world. Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. 
 

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clean hearts. May 

the Christmas morning make us happy to be Thy children, and the Christmas evening bring us to our beds 

with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake, Amen! 

 


